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ABSTRACT

THE CONCEPT OF BROTHERHOOD IN THE THOUGHT OF ABU HAMID AL-GHAZALI

This study examines human brotherhood in the thought of Abu Hamid al-Ghazali, exploring
whether his vision extends to all humanity, within the context of interfaith dialogue and
the 2019 Human Fraternity Document. The research delves into al-Ghazali’s philosophical
foundations, highlighting his Aristotelian influence in classifying love, where “love for the sake
of God” is its highest form. It clarifies that his view on “hating for the sake of God” targets
negative attributes, not individuals, allowing for non-exclusionary interpretations. The study
emphasizes al-Ghazali’s assertion that true knowledge of God leads to loving all creation, a
unitive vision. It concludes that al-Ghazali’s synthesis of Sufi spirituality and practical ethics
offers a solid basis for a comprehensive religious concept of human brotherhood.

KEYwoORDS
Human Fraternity — al-Ghazali — Interfaith Dialogue — Love for God — Monotheism (Zzwhid)
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Bremby, V. (2025). “The Role of Knowledge in the Caliphate System of al-Ghazalt: Is It an Element
of Openness or Isolating Fundamentalism?” Religions, (16/6), 765, p. 3-5.

"In brief, GhazalT’s treatment of spiritual friendship is shaped by his concerns for knowledge. When (Y ¢)
it comes to knowledge of things as they really are, one is to see them with mystical insight, as they
exist in or with God, and not simply define them as part of a rational order comprehensible to the
human mind. In this sense, [he] will argue [...] that God is incomparable and thus incomprehensible
but also everywhere manifest (at least in terms of the effects of His power). Moreover, such mystical
insight into the realities of things, which goes beyond [...] philosophical reasoning, should bear
ethical fruit.» Heck, P. (2017). “Adab in the thought of Ghazali (d. 505/1111): in the Service of
Mystical Insight”. Ethics and Spirituality in Islam. Leiden: Brill, p. 300.

Heck, P. (2017). “Adab in the thought of Ghazali (d. 505/1111): in the Service of Mystical Insight”. (Y1)
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