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ABSTRACT

BETWEEN IDENTITY AND BELONGING: WHO ARE You, PauL?

This study addresses the issue of identity and belonging in the thought of Saint Paul, as seen in
Philippians 3:4-8, focusing on the tension between his deep Jewish roots, Roman citizenship,
and openness to Greek culture, culminating in his transformative faith in Christ, which
redefined his identity and sense of belonging. The approach combines biblical criticism—
highlighting the influence of Jewish traditions and texts on Paul’s thought—with theological
and spiritual analysis that reveals how, through Christ, his personal identity becomes a universal
model that transcends historical and ethnic affiliations, establishing belonging “in Christ.” The
study concludes that Paul’s identity is in constant process of reinterpretation in light of the
resurrection, transforming his experience into a foundational model for interfaith and cultural
dialogue, and calling for an open and renewed identity in the Christian community.

KEYWORDS
Identity — Belonging — Saint Paul — Jewish Traditions — Christian Transformation
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SERRES, Michel (2004). Rameaux. Paris : Le Pommier, p. 79. (V)

Cf. MATTA, Yara. (2013). A cause du Christ, Le retournement de Paul le Juif. Lectio Divina 256, (Y)
Paris : Cerf.
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Cf. Babiou, Alain. (1997). Saint Paul. La fondation de universalisme, (Les Essais du College (Y)
International de Philosophie), Paris : PUE
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LEMONON, J.-P. (2007). « Eclaircissements sur quelques propos de Paul », SENS 317/4, p. 221-238, (%)
ici p. 225.

KRYGIER, R. (2007). « Paul et Israél : du retranchement a la greffe », SENS 317 (4), p. 195-220, ici (o)
p. 199.
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